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Right Worſhipful | 
SAMUEL ANN S bf 


High-Sheriff 


OF THE. 


County of CORNWAL 


SIR, 


F Acknowledge it 2 8 Satisfallio to me, 
that this plain Sermon, Preachd at 
tbe late Aſſuzes, found ſucb 4 general 


good Acceptation, both from the Fudges and 
the Gemry; inſomuch, that many of them 


N me to make it publick. 
A 2 I 


1 Your moſt Obliged, 


The Dedication. 
J have, in Compliance with their De- 
fire, expoſed what I Preach'd, to publick 
View; and beg leave to prefix your Name 
fo it; praying God it may be of ſome Bene. 
fit to all that ſball take the P ains to Read 
it, for the Promotion of Piety and Ver- 
tue: And then. } laue my End yo 


I am SIR. 


Humble Servant, 


C5) 


—_— — 


—— 


PS AL. 127. Ver. K. 
Except the Lord keeps tbe City, the Match. 


man waketh but in Vain. 


HE Deſign of this Pſalm, is to illuſtrate and ſet 
forth the Providence of God, as concerning it 
ſelf, in all Human Affairs whatſoever ; whe- 
ther they be thoſe of Private, or elſe of Publick 


oncern. TIN Rs 
The Mercies of the Lord, are indeed. over all his 
orks; and alſo the Minuteſt and moſt Inconſiderate 
Kings, have an Intereſt in his Care and Circumſpection. 
His immenſe and boundleſs Nature, diffuſcth it ſelf 
rough all the Corners of che Earth; and by bis imme- 
late Preſence, the whole Frame of Beings is ſuſtain d. 
And notwithſtanding their Natural Tendencies to de- 
roy one another, even inanimate Things, Things with- 
Put Life and Senſe, although they Know nothing of it 
mſelves; are by the Divine Influence, directed to pro- 
Ie moſt-Noble Ends and Purpoſes. 
But Man being a Creature made after God's own Image 
nd Similitude, and being every way fo well qualify d to 
romote his Glory; it cannot but be ſuppos'd, that God 
Al, after a more particular manner, regard this his curi- 
ous 


(6) 

ous Workmanſhip, concern himſelf on his Behalf, and i, 

all the ſeveral Circumſtances of his Life, in all the ſeyery 

Relations in which he ſtands to others, will lend him the 

Aſſiſtance of his Almighty Power, towards the promot. 
ing his greateſt Benefit and Advantage. 

And it is well for us, poor indigent Mortals, that God 
is thus pleaſed to intruſt himſelf on our Behalf; for all oy 
Sufficiency is from him, and without him we can do no. 
thing ; whoſe Weakneſs is perfected by his Strength, and 
who worketh in us, both to will, and to do of his own 
good Pleaſure. 

We may make as good Proviſion as we can, for the Se. 
curity of our Perſonal Eſtates and Fortunes, and for the 
Welfare of our Families: But except the Lord build the 
Houſe, they labour in vain that build it. It is in vain for 

you to riſe up early, to ſet up late, and to eat the Bread of 
41 Sorrows ; for ſo he giveth his Beloved Sheep: Little Chil 
16 dren are an Heritage of the Lord, and the Fruit of the 
. Womb is his Reward. We may contrive as wiſely, and 
k be as induſtrious as *tis poſſible for any in our Circumian- 
#1 ces to be, for the Preſervation of the Community of the 
( City, to. which we. belong: And yet, Except the Lord 
by keep the City, the Watchman waketh but in vain, 

1 | the handling of which Subject, I ſhall offer theſe 
#} things to your Conſideration. 


Firſt, That it is God that keeps the City, or the Cons 
cern that God's Providence hath in the Preſervation of Go- 
vernment, _ all publick Societies; and this point is im- 


ply d in the 
n 
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Secondly, The Inſufficiency of all other Means, or any 
hing that Man can do, to preſerve the publick Welfare, 
leſs God's Providence be pleas'd to ſuperintend and keep 
R this is fully expreſs d, Except the Lord, &c. 
nd then, F | 


Thirdly, aud Laftly, The great Obligation incumbent up- 
nevery one of us, to engage God's Care to watch over the 
ublick, by endeavouring to make our ſelves worthy of ſuch 
— and it is that Ufe which we are to make of the 
remilles. 2 * a | | 


of what then in their Order. 


os Firſt, It is God who keeps the City; his Providence is 
\d of cerm d in the preſervation of Government, and all pub- 
* the Fac the World, and made his Eternal Wiſdom and 
and Nodneſs illuſtrious in this moſt Auguſt and Beautiful Tem- 
aan. W's which he eretted to his Honour, although he furniſh d 
the t wich its Portion of Goods, gave it ſufficient Abilities to 


erſorm all the Offices of its Nature; yet did he not manure 
and as if he foreſaw that he ſhould be otherwiſe em- 
jloyd, or that Buſineſs would interrupt the Stream of his 
2ppineſs, did he reſolve to take no further Care of it: But 
te knew that by the Law of its Nature, it was depen- 
ant upon him; ſo did he alwzys deſign to reige over it, to 
uſtain and uphold ĩt, and to make his Name more glori- 
us, and his Attributes yet more illuſtrious in his Govern- 
dent of it. The Continuance of all things, as they were 
om the Beginning of the Creation; the regular Moti- 
ns of the Heavens, the conſtant Returns of * and 
inter, 


= 

Winter, Seed Time, and Harveſt, Day and Night, in 
their proper Seaſons, the alternate Mutatioas of Bodie, 
and the Safety of the Univerſe; notwithſtanding the My. 
tual Oppoſitions of contrary material Principles doth mani, 
feſt, that the World is no more Covern d, than it was mags 
by Chance: But that the Lord hath prepar d his Throne in 
1 Heavens, and that his Kingdom ruleth over  _. 
all: This he” ruleth in Jacob, au unte The. 5219319 
Ems of the World, : fo d rio an vir wt 

Nor doth he only, as the common Father of the World 
extend his Care and Providence to the Whole Creation; but 
he doth ina more particular manner exerciſe it about the 
Concerns of his Rational Ofsprings; and yet more particu. 
larly about em, as they are link'd together into ſeveral $0. 
cieties; and by the Benefit of wholſome Laws, prudently 
form'd into various Governments. For theſe it is, that the 
Text infinuates, God has a more ſpecial Regard; For it n 
he that keepeth the City, that watcheth over the Nation, nd pre 
ſerves the Publick Weal of the Kjngdem ; and that both from 
the Secret Machinations of Inceffine Adverſaries, and from 
the open Violence of Foreign Foes. n 


I. It is God who preſerves the Government from ful 
fering any notable Change or Diſſolution, by the Secre 
Machinations of Home- bred Adverſaries. 1 

There never was, nor, conſidering the preſent Conlti- 
ration of Human Nature, probably can be, ſuch à Gt 
vernment contriv'd and manag'd, as will give Satisfactia 
to all its Members: For ſuppoſe Men could agree to new 
model every Government, even after the Platonict 0 
Eutopian's Order, becauſe a very few Perſons,” in compa! 
ſon of the reſt, can have a ſhare in the Legiflative or Ex 


cutivi 
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cutive Power : Therefore a great many will in all like- 
lihood be diſquieted, that ſome Share doth not fall to their 
Lot ; who, it may be, will think themſelves as able to 
Govern, as they are who ingroſs the Dominion to them- 
ſelves. | 

For this very Reaſon we know, that Corah and his Com- 
pany gainſay' d God's own Conſtitution : And it is natural 
for Ambitious and Aſpiring Men in ſuch Circumſtances, 
(of whom there are 1 Store in every Kingdom) partly 
out of Revenge, and partly out of hopes, to raiſe by a 
Change, to oppoſe themſelves to the Eſtabliſh'd Govern- 
ment, fancying to themſelves great Happineſs in another 
Turn. Theſe Things being well conſider'd, we cannot 
but ſay, That it is God who keeps the City from being rain'd 
by theſe inward Cauſes of Diſſolution : That tis an Illu- 
firious Argument of the Divine Providence, that Govern 


ment and Society are preſery'd inthe World; notwithſtand» 


ing that ſo many Men, by Intereſt, by Inclination, by Hu- 
mour, are {Hill concern'd to diſturb it. King David, who 
very well underſtood the Art of Government, praiſes God 
upon this Account, and acknowldgeth this Salvation as his 
own wonderful Work: Praiſe waiteth for thee, O God, in 
Sion, (Pſal 65. 1.) Thou ſhalt ſhew us wonderful Thing; in 
thy Righteouſneſ;, O God of our Salvation: For thou ſtilleſt 
the Raging of the Seas, the Noiſe of it. Waves, and the 
Madneſs of the People: Even of that People, who being 
conſider'd under the former Circumftances, ſeem as ungo- 
vernable as the vaſt Ocean; and yet are, by the Wiſe and 
Powerfyl Providence of God, fo ſecretly over-rul'd, 
4 to pay due Subjection to Government, or at leaſt hin- 
&rd from giving any great Diſtyrbance to it. For tho 
the Waves of the Sea be mighty; yes the Lord, who 
” B : 


dwel- 


£10) 


awelleth on higb, is mighrier; ho TPncth the Co 


Achitophe! into PFoolifhneſs, and diſappointeth the © Device ; 


he Gr afty : - ſo that their Handi cannot perform their Ey, 
driſe, (Job. 5. 12.) 
* 45 God doth by his Providence preſerve Govyernme:: 


rom Ruin, y, the ſecret Machinations, or open Tuma 


of Inteſtine Enemies; fo, 


IT. It is he affo that preſerves it ram the Open Vio!- 
of Foreign Adverfaries 
For God is in a. peculiar” rixaner (if in Holy Wer 
he Lord of Hoſts, the Sole Arbiter of the Suter 0 
. Ir is he alone who ſcattreth the People that de. 
light in it: He that maketh Wars to ceaſe ia all che World, 
chat breaketh the Bow, and ſnappeth the Spear tg finder 
and burnzth the Ehariots in the Fire © It is he that cn ra! 
4 Hook in the Noſe, and a Bridle in the Lips of a Prov! 
and Inſolent Enemy, and can turn him back by che vs, 
by which be came. When the Haughty King of Afr: 
caſted the, Txtgot, of, his Conqueſts, God tells bin 
Wit CAME 10 pads chiat His Arms had been ſo pr rope 0s: 
Halt thou not heard long ago, how Thave done it? And 1 
ant tent Times, that I have formd i: ? Now have 14ro A. 
it ſo paſi, thas zbou ſbouldft be to lay waſte fent' Cities * 
tuindut Heaps. But when this Röd of Go8's Anger, ad 
Ste of his lodgn tion had done the Work *whith Gol 
had appointed him to do then tid br puniſh rhe Fruit f fl 
Rout Heart of the King of Aﬀyrin, and 1he Glory if bis by} 


Looks.; and after a wonderful manner deliver Profle 
gut. of his Hands. (Iſaiah 40. G 12.) 

And i 5 ſometimes has gracloufly-plas4 Almighty Go; 
te magnify his Power, in the Prefetvarioh of 4 N 
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| when a patent Enenry' has been ready to devour om, and 
there has appear'd no probable human way of eſcaping his 
Fury: For when Things ſeem to be deſperate, all Help 
has fail dt em, and ſcarce any Hope is left behind, ther 
Jehovas juſt, It 75 God tire of appearing with Succoar, and 
n the Mount will ah Lord be ſcem; They, as the Pfalmiſt 
preſſes it, when the Poor committeth himſelf unto him, doth 
God take the Matter into his own Hand, for he it the Hlelper 
of the Friemaleſs : He puts Eounas to the Raging of the Sea, 
wid the Madwme/s of the People; and they cannot exceed thoſe 
Terms which he has ſet them. So when, that 2 peoples ne- 


fit 
nes do not prevail againſt them; ov if they do prevail, 
Je. bat they do not make a full Fad of: them, and the Con- 
11, Whiinption doth not overflow / in Judgment; is ſolely” to be 
ler, Naceib'd to the good Providence of God, Which is the great 
zn etence of a Nation : Por it 75 the Lord who keeps th GCity'* 
and did not he who made the World by, his Powenmipre- 
ere ic by his Goodneſs? all Socetics would 141} in pieces, 
ad Confuſion and Mifery +would' cover the Face df the- 
um MMErth : For how ſhould Juſtice be adminiſtred, wife the" 
n Wepiltrates Authority is not own'd ; where every Man's 
s the Meaſurc of Right and ; anders it 
counted ao Duty to be oben t Haw hend 
e opertyibe guefery?dy Where all Ineloſurte ite ider 
en, every Man's Right is invaded; and the Diſtinction 
Gol eeen 'Superiors and Inferiocs is totaſty tive fide 21 
Fri Wo ſhould A Kingdom [tand; en ule! PHIL'S thereof 
Vol WW urnderavieedpo ch gion. c exploded, ; Manual Twist and 
em ey devided,!:che Offices ut Charity ne 1 
Men let thetuſelves looſe to all L.icentiolſmoR Eat es 
Ge would be, if God ſhould: relax the RM of Govern- 
dc, ent! ith thee for a white 2 of 
hen oy B 2 Good- 


WA 7, 
neſs, which maintains and defends it, and leave Thing; 
to be order'd by the Turbulent and Contrary Hy. 
mours of Wicked and Unreaſonable Men: Alas who coul; 
live, (Numb. 24. 23.) if God ſbould do this? It he 
ſhould notreign as King, the Floods would then lift up 
their Waves, and rage horribly, and no human Power 
could be able to ſay unto them, Peace, be ſtul: And there- 
fore the Bleſſing muſt needs be great, by which Order and 
Happineſs are preſerv'd among us, and the World becomes 
an Habitation fit for us; which leads me to my Second 
Particular. K 

The Inſufficiency of all other Means, or any thing that 
Men can do, to preſerve the publick Welfare, unleſs Gods 
Providence be pleas'd to ſuperintend and keep it: Fy 
except the Lord keeps the City, the Watchman waketh bu 
in Vain. Wi 

And this Point, namely, That all that Men can do, wil 
not be able to ſecure the Publick Welfare, unleſs God be on 
_ ſide, and keep it, ſtands upon theſe two following 

ealons, 


iff, Becauſe the Over-ruling Hand of God's Providence, 
orders all the Affairs of the World, as it beſt pleaſes him 
And this I think is cleaf, in that I have ſaid upon my Firll 
Particular: And if it be fo, then the Conſequence of it muſt 
be alſo evident, (vix.) That the Publick Welfare cannot 
be preſery*d without his Bleſſing ; by whoſe Guidance all 
Things are ardefid ; 'Withour whoſe Concourſe, nothing 
can be effected and upon whoſe Diſpoſal !all:Sycceſs de- 
pendeth: For how ſheuld we proſper, if God be not on 
our ſide? Are wk ſtronger than he? Can we wreſt the 
Goverament out of hi Hands? | By our Policies * 
| the 
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the Mighty Counſellor, or weary him by Reſiſtance, to 
whom Power alone belongs? Or if God be not for us, 
can we think that he will not be-againſt us? Do we ſup- 
poſe that God will ſtand Neuter, an unconcern'd Spectator 
of the Things that are done here below, not — who 
wins the Prize, nor who becomes a Prey to a Powerful and 
cruel Enemy ? Is there no Intereſt, but our own, going 
on in the World? Has not God the great Ends of his 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs, to promote, the Glory of 
his Name and Attributes, to ſecure , by his Providential 
Diſpenſations? Ves: Of this we may be well aſſurd, 
that God is Abſolute and Supreme in his Authority; Wiſe 
and Righteous in all his Ways; and that he, who made all 
Things by the Word of his Power, will-Rule and Govern 
them fo, as to illuſtrate his Glory, and accampliſh his Ends 
by the Power of his Providence. 


2aly, We are but of Yeſterday, and know nothing, 
and our abode here upon Earth is very ſhort : But though 
we were much wiſer, and much more powerful than we 
are, and could promiſe to our ſelves the longeſt Age of 
Man; yet all this would avail us nothing; the Imploy- 
ment would ſtill be roo Arduous to be undertaken ; the 
Work too great to be perform'd by Man. The. greateſt 
Monarch would be cruſh'd under the Ruins of his on 
Goverament, unleſs God upheld both him and it. By ave, 
faith he, Kjng3 Reign. It is by God's ſpecial Deſignation 
and Appointment, that Kiogs age) his Vipegerents in the 
World i Ini-bg his ſpecial Care and Pꝛotectipn, that their 
Authority is preſerv'd ; and that their Perſans are at any 
time. fenc*d- and ſecur'd from the Malicious Deſigus, or 
the Outragious Violences of Wicked and Unreaſonable 


Men. 


. 
The Nature of Governtnent then is ſuch; that it require. 
a Divine Wifdom, and an uncontrollable Power to ſuſta 
Anh to tnaintain its Intereſts. 

And he that can preſerve it, muſt be able to penetrar- 
'110 the Secret Counſels of ſuch: as Confederate againſt it 
He mult not wait to know Cauſes by their Effects; for 
then he may be to ſeele for ſuch Remedies; as are prope: 
Dr the Curing of Publick Diſtempers, when the Opportu- 
1ity of applying them is at Hand: But he muſt fee the 
Tempelt afar off, whilft it is wrapt up: in its Seed and Prin- 

ple, and may be cover d with a Man's Hand. He thati; 
able to diſeharge this Province, muſt neither ſlumbor nor [lep 
leaſt the e. rhet Mketh in Darkmeſ3, com in an Ha 
'Þat is not He He" tuſt have an Univerſal Influence 
over all thoſe Second Cauſes. wherewith the Life of Man 
is Nouriſhed, Preſerved, and Defended, and they myſt be 
under his Diſpoſal: The Heavens above, and the Eat 
bebenth; Ney, thes Winds and che Seas, which ſcem 

leaffeeþable of: ATaw; muſt here obe y his Voioe: 
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1 Nation has bean broker Piecesoby FBachons and e. 
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as, Hhter : Bsery little Malecontent can ge. ufficient 
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DMturbance to a Tawful Government ' Roms was moſt 
entlanget d by the Hellum &i, The Motny of its 
own Slaves: For hole hom great 4 Matter a little Fir- 
tindleib, But then to prevoſit Publick Aiſchiefs, or 
elſe to redreſs em: to reſtote Lau pow ery, „ en. 


bh and detent oor Princes as at the Hirst, and dure 


verd outs agu the Beginomne: I tvs # inden A Gear aan 
Noble Undertaking. 

Theſe Things the Patron, the Preſtrver; the Jovioin 
of a Nation muit do; and theſe Hh wh y 6 dv, wit 
ns Tofallfhls Wiklom?” rennt die Nader, Supreme 
Soveraignty over the while Vn; ww wo isintimacely 
preſent toevery part of it, Fil he e Hciavens,- lit. 
teth upon the Circle of che Earfly, and doth whatloever 
it pleaſerh him, both in Heaveiiand in Harth, iuehe Sca, 
andin all deep places: So chat ou Help! conerh (rift 


from the Lord ho made Heaven and barth: For it 


s the Lord who is out Keeper; And e cer the Lord hep 

o City, ene, wakerh bat 3 bn v And _ 
ore, im Bj 
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ners, and to leave them to periſh by their own Trent. 
greſſions. To prevent this great Evil, and till to ſe. 
cure God's Protection over us; let us put in praftice that 
Advice, which the Prophet 1ſai«h gave to his own Na. 
tion: Waſh you, make you clean; put away the Evi) of 
your Doings from before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do Evil, leary 
10 do well ; and then, if ye be thus obedient, ye ſhall eat th: 
Good of the Land: But if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be 
devour'd with the Sword; For the Mouth of the Lord his 

ſpoken it. (Iſa. 1. 16, 17, 19.) ö 
Now, as there are ſome great Perſonal Sins, which 
do more than others waſt the Conſcience, deſtroy the 
Clearneſs, the Tenderneſs, the Peace of the Mind, and 
which baniſh the Holy Spirit away from us, and caſt us 
ſpeedily out of the Divine Preſence; ſo may there be 
alſo ſome) great National Sins, which may quite break 
the League of Amity, which has been between God 
and his People ; which may Incenſe him beyond all Pa- 
tience, Oblige him to become their Enemy, to give em 
a Bill of Divorce, and utterly to ſorſake them. And 
ſuch are avow*'d Atheiſm, open and general Profaneneſs, 
againſt which we have many excellent Laws, and may 
duly be put in Execution) great Abuſe of God's 
Mercies, Contempt of his Holy Word and Sacraments, 
Murmuring at his Providences, maintaining Factions a- 
e his Government, Unthankfulneſs for God's Bleſ- 
ings, perverting of Juſtigs, Ming the Poor and 
Needy, and the like. And Inſtances might be given, 
bow much Woe theſe have wrought to a People, where 
they have become National; either by the general Pra- 
Qtice, or by the Pratigg-of thoſe in kigh and eminent 
Place, or by che Impunity of the Guilty: VVhere Evil 
is 
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is not put away from a Land, by executing of Judgment 
upon the Tranſgreſſours. (Numb. 17. 12. and 19. 13.) 
Magiſtracy in general then is neceſſary, both for the 
Puniſhment of V Vickedneſs and Vice,and for the Main- 
tainance of God's true Religion and Vertue; and *tis our 
Happineſs, that the Sword of Juſtice is now placed in 
ſuch Hands, as are deſcrib'd by Moſes, Deut. 1. Men of 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding ; Men of Courage and Integri- 
grity ; that will hear the Cauſes between us, and Juage righ- 
reouſly between every Man and his Brother; that will not re- 
ſpect Perſons in Judgment; but will hear the ſmall as well as 
the great; that will not be afraid of the Face of Man; for 
the Judgment is the Lord's. 


And if we briefly ſurvey what's the Sacred Depoſitum 
entruſted with the Magiſtrate, in relation to Piety and 
Juſtice, we ſhall fiad it ſuch a lovely and amiable Stru- 
ture, as will of neceſſity engage every good Man to 
lead his Helping-hand to the Magiſtrate,for the Support 
of it. For in relation to Piety, our Fore-fathers have 
left us a Religion ſo well Reſorm'd, that we dare Ap- 
peal to the Teſt of Scripture and Primitive Chriſtianity 
for the Tryal of its Doctrine; a Worſhip ſo well direQ- 


ed, and ſecur'd from the Fooleries of Superſtition on the 


one hand,; and the ſlovenly Defects of Fanaticiſm on 
the other; hat tis juſtly anſwerable for all that the pub. 
lick Service of. God can require at our Hands: So full in 
its Humiliations and Confeſſions, ſo Comfortable in its 
Abſolutions, ſo piouſly Thankſul in its Praiſes and Thankf- 
givings, for Bleſſings already receiv'd, ſo devoutly Fer- 


vent in its Prayers and Petitions, for Divine Favours 
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| contmually expected. that chere ſeems nothing wanting 
to the Higheſt Per ſections of Primitive Purity; but only 


the want of that Authority and Diſeipline, which by 


publick Directions we do conſtantly Lament; and were 
it happily retriev'd, would be as much a Security to 
Public Peace, as it would be a Luſtre to our Hol) 
Religion. 


We therefore df the Church of Exgland, ought more 
eſpecially to be very exact, and very exemplary in our 
Obedience, and Durifa' Sons ef fo Holy a Mother: 
For certainly our Church hath ſome Advantages above 
any other; if not in her Doctrine, yet in her Govern- 
moet and V Vorſhip; for as much as in it that Or er 
and Diſcipline is upheld, which is beſt fitted to preſerve 
an Even and Sober Temper in Religion. 


The Do&rines contain d in her Articles are fo warily 
expreſs d, and in ſuch a Latitude, that different Parties 
will ſubſcribe to them. 


There is no Proteſf ant Church in the VVorld, but will 
ſay Amen io all our Prayers. 


Our Ceremonies are but few. and thoſe very De- 
cent; and we uſe them nor as neceſſary in themſelves, 
but in obedience to the Authority which every Church 
_ hathover her owa Members. 


Our 


Jur 
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Our Miniſters of Holy Thiogs, are Conſecrated and 
Ordained according to the Scripture, and the Canons of 
the Univerſal Church. In a word, fo excellent is the 
Temper of our preſent Conſtitution, that there is no 
ſuch Church in the V Vorld, with which Men of different 
Perſwaſions may more ſafely Communicate; under 
which the Diſſenters themſelves, if they be peaceable, 
may live more happily : Pray we therefore for the 
Peace of Jeryſalem, and may all they proſper that love 
her. 


And then for the publick Juſtice of the Nation, tis 
ſuch as 1s deſervedly not only the Admiration, but the 
Envy of our Neighbours: The Honour of our Go- 
vernment, fix'd in a very antient and well-ſettled Mo- 
narchy : The Rights and Liberties of the People fo well 
fenc'd and ſecur'd by juſt and equal Laws, that neither 
the Power of the one, nor the Priviledges of the other, 
can ever break their Bounds, while fo equal a Conſti- 
tution is able to preſerve its Force and Vigour. Under 
this Happy Eſtabliſhment, we have often preſerv'd our 
Neighbours from Oppreſſion and Wrong: VVe have 
frequently held the Balance of this V Veſtern V Vorld : 
And while we ſecurely enjoy our Liberty at home, are 
at this time Honourably engag'd to ſecure the Liberties 
of all Europe; to which God Almighty give a proſpe- 
rous Succeſs. And among the reſt of the Priviledges 
of the Engliſh Nation, this muſt not be forgotten, at 
this time eſpecially, that for the ſaving us both the 
Trouble and Expence of long Journeys up to "_ in- 
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fer- Hill, the Honourable the Judges leave their Seats 
there for our Eaſe and Convenience, and are ſent down 
among us twice a Year, in theſe their Circuits, to hear 
and determine our Grievances; to do us Right, and to 
take Vengeance on Malefactors, the Common Mif. 
chiefs of a Country : And thus Juſtice is brought home 
as it were to our own Doors: And therefore as we hear. 
tily deſire the Continuance of thoſe Bleſſings; and that 
Truth and Juſtice, Religion and Piety, ſhould be Eſta. 
bliſh'd among us; and that our God would give us the 
undeſerved Favour of Victory Abroad, and Peace at 
Home ; it will concern every Man, according to the 
Station in which Providence has placed him, to avoid, 
diſcountenance. ſuppreſs and puniſh thoſe Waſting, 
thoſe Crying Sins more eſpecially, which are (o di. 
directly levell'd againſt the Honour of God, and the 
Fear of his Holy Name, ſhall, I ſay, nay, againſt the 
Majeſty of the Queen, and the Safety of Her People, 
which break up the Foundations of the Earth, 
and let in a whole Deluge of Calamities into the 


VVorld. 


VVhen God warns the Congregation of Iſrael to 
avoid all Pollutions, he gives this Reaſon for that In- 
junction: For the Lord thy God walketh in the midſt of 
thy Camp to deliver thee, therefore ſpall thy Camp be Ho, 
that he ſee no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from 
thee. And there are ſome Pollutions which will defile 
a whole Land; not only make God forſake it, but 
make it alſo ſpew out the Inhabitants thereof, When 


a people grow Impudeat and Incorrigible in their — | 
n nen 
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then the Shew of their Countenance doth witneſs 
againſt em; they declare their Sin, as Sedom, and 
hide it not : Then woe unto their Souls, for they have 
rewarded Evil unto themſelves, ſaith the Prophet. If 
therefore we would ſecure God's Preſence among us, 
and his Care over us, we muſt put away our Abomina- 
tions from before his Eyes, and ceaſe to do Evil: We 
muſt not touch the Unclean Thing, and then I will be a 
Father unto you, ſaith the Lord God Almighty; 45 


And becauſe God has diſtioguiſh'd us, as it were, 


from the reſt of the World, by the Greatneſs and Mul- 
titude ot his choiceſt Mercies; has ſet up his Kingdom 


among us; the Scepter of Righteouſneſs, by beſtowing 
upon us his Holy Word and Ordinances; the Means of 
Grace, and the Hopes of Salvation ; and given us the 
Tokens of his eſpecial Preſence ; having ſo made us, 


| as St. Peter ſpeaks, 4 Royal Prieſthood, 4 Holy Nation, 4 
pecaliar People: There is therefore a farther Duty in- 
| cumbent upon us, as we would haveGod, and the Con- 


tinuance of his Bleffings among us: And that is, That 


| je walk worthy of the Vocation werewith we are called; en- 


dexvouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, (Epheſ. 4. 1, 3.) Our Converſation muſt be, as 
it become /h the Goſpel of Chriſt, (Phil. 1. 27.) We muſt 


| walk worthy of the Lord anto all pleaſing, being fruitful in 


every good Work, (Col. 1. 10.) For God expects, and 


juſtly too, that his Vineyard ſhould bring forth Fruits an- 


Jnerable to all the Care and Charge wherewith it has been 
ſene d and cultivated: or elſe he will lay it waſt, and com- 


mand the Clouds that they rain no more upon it,(Iſa.5.2,6.) 
In 
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In this Cafe our Bleſſed Lord told the Jo 
logy of Reafon, ſhould be any other Peoples Fat 
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Judgment may God avert from us, and may he ſtill d 


both to the Laws and Service of our God, and to thoſe 
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4, What Uſao 
they were to expect at God's Hands, and what by An; 
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that fhould tread in their Steps: Therefore I /ay unto»; 
the Kingdom of God fhall be taken from you, and given 
4 Nation bringing forth the Fruits thereof. Which heay 


light to dwell among us, to watch over us, and to ble 
us. In order to which Happy End, let us be faith 


our Queen and our Country; and let us all pray that ti 
Courſe of this World may be ſo peaceably order'd by ii 
Governance and Providence of God, that his Chur 
may ' joyfully ſerve him in all Godly Quietneſs, cha 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord; to whom with the Father a 
the Holy Spirit, Three Perſons, and One God, be 
Honour and Glory, both now and for Evermoi 


— — * 4 _— +4 _ 


DIES ern — „ r 
3 8 * * — * p of * - T - o \ CE 


